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Tne Lrre oF Justin Matryr. 

(Abridged from Cox's Lives of the Fathers.) 
Jusrin, surnamed the Martyr, was 
native of Neapolis, a noted city in 
fainaria, anciently called Sichem. 
He was born about the sixth year of 
frajan’s reign, and about the year 
f our Lord 103. He appears to have 
en the first writer, after those who 
re termed apostolical, that was emi- 
ent in the Church of Christ. 

Justin was, at a very early period, 
nstructed by suitable masters in the 
diments of Gentile philosophy. 
After our young philosopher had 
ade considerable progress in various 
ranches of literature, he travelled 
nto foreign parts for the improve- 

ent of his mind in knowledge, mak- 
ng observations upon every thing 
at appeared worthy of notice, and 
ontracting acquaintance with the 
ost celebrated scholars of the day. 
t length he came to Alexandria, 2 
ity at that time of no small renown 

the literary world; and visited the 
ells, where the celebrated seventy 
ranslato:s performed their great and 
elaborate work. Interested with the 
various objects around him, Justin 
determined to take up his residence 
in this seat of learning, and proceeded 
to investigate, in succession, the dif- 
ferent systems of philosophy which 
were then maintained. He soon, 
however, discovered that none could 
give him satisfactory information re- 
pocng the Deity, which was the 
chief object of his researches ; though 
the Platonic system, which was the 
last he studied, appeared to him the 
most specious and attractive. During 
this period, as he himself afterwards 
mentioned, he was convinced, from 
the courage and constancy of the 
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persecuted Christians, that they were 
not a profligate an! debauched peo- 
ple; and that, consequently, the hor- 
rid charges brought against them were 
radically false. Still, however, he 
was bewildered amidst the intricate 
mazes of philosophy. He felt, in- 
deed, a supreme reverence for the as 
yet “unknown God;” and his in- 
quiry was, “ O that 1 knew where 
I might find him! that I might come 
even to his seat ;”* but he had no one 
to take him by the hand, and lead him 
in a straight way to the knowledge of 
God. He was like a benighted tra- 
veller, not daring to stand still, yet 
fearing lest every step might remove 
him farther from the right road. The 
account he gives of this memorable 
period of his life, in his Dialogue 
with Trypho, is affecting and in- 
structive. It points out the insufh- 
ciency of unassisted human wisdom 
to direct the soul to God, and clearly 
displays the excellence and satisfac- 
tory nature of that religion, of which 
he was afterwards so eminent a par- 
taker. 

An unforeseen circumstance took 
place, which led to his conversion to 
Christianity. Whilst walking alone 
on a certain day, by the sea-side, he 
met an aged person, of a most vene- 
rable appearance. They regarded 
each other with mutual attention, and 
soon entered into conversation. One 
_— led to another, till at length 

ustin referred to the pleasure he 
took in private meditation; and, on 
the stranger’s hinting at the absurdity 
of expecting satisfaction in his soul 
from merely abstract reasonings, he 
declared that his earnest desire wag 
to arrive at the knowledge of God, 
© Jobxxui3, =” . 
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and then proceeded ‘to expatiate on 
the praises of philosophy. The ve- 
nerable stranger then took occasion 
to show, that he attached too much 
importance to the sentiments of Plate 
and Pythagoras, and, at length, re- 
commended him to read the writings 
of the Old Testament prophets, as 
more ancient, and infinitely wiser, 
than all the works of heathen philo- 
sophers. He then unfolded to him 
some of the evidences and leading 
doctrines of Christianity, and con- 
cluded his discourse with this truly 
important advice :—“ Above all things, 
pray, that the gates of light may be 
opened to you; for these things can- 
not be discerned or understood by any 
man, except God and his Christ im- 
part to him the knowledge of them.” 

The venerable stranger having fi- 
nished his discourse, immediately de- 
parted, and was never after seen by 
Justin. His words, however, made 
a deep and abiding impression on his 
mind. “A divine flame,” he remarks, 
‘¢ was immediately kindled in my soul, 
and I felt a sincere affection for these 
prophets and excellent persons who 
were the friends of Christ.” From 
this period he carefully read the Scrip- 
tures, felt an increasing interest. in 
their important contents, and in due 
time experienced that genuine conso- 
lation which Christianity alone can 
confer on the troubled mind. 

To use Justin’s own expressions, 
he “ found Christianity to have a for- 
midable majesty in its nature, admi- 
rably adapted to terrify those who are 
in the way of transgression, as well 
as a sweetness, peace, and serenity, 
for those who are acquainted with it.” 
He also perceived that the best philo- 
sophers had enriched themselves with 

arbled extracts from the Sacred 
Writings, and that a poor Christian, 
who could not distinguish a letter, 
could talk more sensible respecting 
the Divine nature, than even Plato 
himself. At the same time the calm- 
ness and patience of Christians under 


, the most dreadful persecutions, which 
had previously engaged his attention, 


confirmed his faith in the truth of 
Christianity: for Alexandria; and al- 
most every country, where the reli- 


-gion of the Redeemer was known, 


was polluted with the blood of the 
martyrs. 

A wonderful and blessed revolution 
was now produced in the character 
of this celebrated man. His head 
and his heart were equally convinced 
and affected; and the whole of his 
subsequent life manifested the since- 
rity and solidity of his conversion. 

The subject of the present narra- 
tive has the honour of being the first 
writer, of those whose works have 
escaped the ravages of time,* who 
entered the lists against the professed 
enemies of the Church, and attempted 
to diffuse a colouring of elegance over 
the hitherto unadorned doctrines of 
Christianity. What Dr. Johnson says, 
respecting Dr. Watts, in reference to 
the Dissenters, may, with still greater 
propriety, be applied to Justin Mar- 


tyr, with regard to the primitive] 


Christians. “ He was one of the 
first authors that taught them to court 
attention by the graces of language, 
Whatever they had among sions bal 
fore, whether of learning or acute. 
ness, was commonly obscured and 
blunted by coarseness and inelegance 
of style. He showed them that zeal 
and purity might be expressed and 
enforced by polished diction.” 

The secession of the philosophical 
Justin from the cause of Paganism 
excited no little astonishment and in- 
dignation in the minds of his late li- 
terary associates. But he was not to 
be shaken from his principles, either 
by their reproaches or threatenings. 
After the deliberate exercise of his 
judgment he had cordially embraced 
the religion of a despised Master, and 
was now prepared to sacrifice every 
worldly ‘consideration, or even lay 
down his life in its defence. 

His first employment was to com- 
pose his “ Exhortation to the Greeks 
or Gentiles ;” in which he ably vindi- 
cates his conduct in embracing Chris- 
tianity ; and contrasts the absurdity 

* Quadratus and Aristides presented 
Apologies for the Christian Religion to 
the emperor Adrian. But both their 
works have long since been lost, except 
a short fragment of the Apology of Quad- 


-ratus concerning the miracles of our Sa- 
viour. 
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and falsehood of their religion with 
the truth and excellency of the one 
which he had now embraced. 

Justin, though now ostensively the 
Christian advocate, still wore the 
usual dress of a Heathen philosopher, 
and retained no small relish for his 
former studies. This very circum- 
stance had a natural tendency to make 
him thipk too highly of celebrated 
Pagang, whom he represented as a 
sort of Christians; and by his at- 
tempting to amalgamate their senti- 
ments with those of Christianity, in 
some measure to obscure his views of 
divine truth; though the soundness 
of his mind on the essential points of 
our holy religion is indubitable. Af- 
ter all, justice, candour, and religion, 
require us cheerfully to trace every 
virtue, whether found in a Christian 
or a Pagan, to the same divine source ; 
gratefully to acknowledge that the 
mercies of God are over all his works; 
and charitably to hope that the Al- 
mighty, by the secret operations of 


' his Spirit, not unfrequently conveys 


to a Heathen’s heart some faint im- 
pressions of those divine truths, which, 
of his infinite mercy, he has been 
pleased —_ to reveal to us in the 
written Word. 

In the early part of the reign of 
Antoninus Pius, and about six years 
after his own conversion to Christi- 
anity, Justin visited Rome. During 
his residence in this celebrated city, 
he wrote his book against heresies; 
in which he especially opposed the 
blasphemous errors of Marcion. This 
heretic was the son of a bishop, and 
a native of Pontus. He is said to 
have been rejected from the Church 
for impurity, and to have fled to Rome, 
where he published doctrines of an 
Antinomian tendency. Justin, well 
aware of the holy nature of genuine 
Christianity, and of the importance 
of its being cleared from the asper- 
sions of false friends, as well as from 
the cavils of professed enemies, ably 
combated the heretic both in conver- 
sation and by his writings. 

About the year 150, Justin wrote 
his first Apology for the Christians, 
in refutation of the dreadful calum- 
nies which were currently reported 
against them. 
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In his Apology Justin proves the 
divine origin of the religion of the 
Christians, completely repels the hor- 
rid charges brought against them, 
describes their mode of worship, and 
evinces its purity and simplicity. 

Our author describes the wonder- 
ful and blessed change which had 
been produced in numbers of persons 
since they had embraced the Christian 


religion. ‘ We, who formerly de- 


lighted in impurity, have now em- 
braced a life of the strictest chastity. 
We, who once used magic arts, now 
consecrate ourselves to the uncreated 
God. We, who formerly loved riches 
above all things, now have our pos- 
sessions in common, and liberally pro- 
vide for the indigent. We, who for- 
merly hated, and even destroyed our 


_fellow-creatures, and would not per- 


form the common offices of hospitality 
for those of another tribe, now, since 
the appearance of Christ, live cor- 
dially together, and join in earnest 
prayer for our enemies. Those who 
unjustly hate us, we endeavour, by 
the gentlest persuasives, to convert; 
that they, fashioning their lives by 
the holy'precepts of Christ, may pos- 
sess the same comfortable hope of 
enjoying the like happiness with our- 
selves. 

“ A Christian must not lift up his 
hand in resistance, nor imitate the 
tyranny of the wicked ; but endeavour, 
by patience and meekness, to convert 
his enemies from violence and wrong. 
And numerous are the instances we 
could exhibit of the powerful effects 

roduced by such ‘conduct. Many 

ave been converted from violence 
and oppression, by observing the pa- 
tience of their Christian neighbours, 
or the meekness of such as the 
chanced to travel with, or their ho- 
nesty and fidelity in all their trans- 
actions.” 

This Apology, which was presented 
to the emperor Antoninus Pius, ap- 
pears to have had a considerable in- 
fluence on his future conduct towards 
the Christians. Though hitaself cri- 
minally indifferent to religious truth, 
he was, nevertheless, a man of sense 
and humanity, and was anxious to do 
janes to all his subjects. He, there- 
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fore, bore an honourable testimony 
to the moral character of the Chris- 
tians; and issued an edict, declaring 
that if any of them, for the future, 
should be accused merely of being 
Christians, they should be acquitted, 
and their accusers punished. 

Not long after the promulgation of 
the emperor’s edict, Justin again tra- 
velled into the East, anxious to make 
new converts to the faith, and to con- 
firm the minds of those who had al- 
ready embraced it. Coming at length 
to Ephesus, and walking one morning 
in the Xystum, he met a Jew, nam- 
ed Trypho, who, mistaking him, in 
consequence of his dress, for a Gen- 
tile philosopher, expressed a desire 
to enter into conversation with him. 
Justin, observing by whom he was 
addressed, expressed his surprise that 
one who was in possession of the in- 
spired writings of Moses and the pro- 
phets, should pay any attention to a 
Greek philosopher; and then pro- 
ceeded to inform him, how he had 
studied various systems of philosophy, 
but found no true satisfaction, nor 
peace of mind, till he at length em- 
braced the Christian religion. On 
his saying this the companions of Try- 
pho burst out into a fit of laughter, 
and Trypho asserted that it would 
have been better for Justin to have 
retained his attachment to the philo- 
sophy of Plato, or to that of any 
other master, than thus permit him- 
self to be deceived by the falsehoods 
of the vilest men. “ If, however,” 
he continued, “ you will hearken unto 
me;—and I advise you as a friend,— 
in the first place, be circumcised, 
keep our sabbaths, festivals, new 
moons, and other rites prescribed by 
the law; and then you may expect 
mercy from God. But as for Christ, 
if, indeed, there be such a person, 
he is very little known, and, in fact, 
does not seem to know himself; nor 
is it possible he should possess any 
pour, until Elias come to anoint 

im, and bring him into notice. You 
Christians have credited some ill-au- 
thenticated report, and formed for 
yourselves an ideal Saviour, for the 
sake of whom you are inconsiderately 
sacrificing al] the comforts of life.” 
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Undaunted by the reception he met 
with, our Apologist undertook to de- 
monstrate the truth and excellency 
of his religion, — Trypho’s 
companions would either retire, or 
remain in silence. In consequence 
of this declaration, four of them pro- 
mised to be attentive hearers; and 
the rest, ridiculing every inquiry on 
the subject, departed. Justin and his 
Jewish opponent then proceeded to 
the Stadium, and commenced their 
disputation, which, being interrupted 
by the night, was renewed on the fol- 
lowing day. The substance of their 
disputation was afterwards published 
by Justin. As, in his former treatise, 
he exposed the errors of Paganism, 
and vindicated the purity of the Chris- 
tian faith, so, in the present dialogue, 
he directs a similar train of argument 
against Judaism. ‘Thus Justin had 
the honour of being the first Chris- 
tian combatant who engaged in a 
warfare, both with Jews and heretics. 
Having refuted, in this contest, the 
erroneous notions held by the Jews 
respecting the law, he shows that sin 
can alone be expiated by the atoning 
blood of Christ, whom he represents 
as the proper object of adoration, and 
styles him “ Very God, the Son of 
the uncreated God, Lord and Christ, 
God of God.” 

The security which the Christians 
enjoyed, in consequence of the edict 
of Antoninus Pius, ceased with his 
reign. As soon as Aurelius ascended 
the throne, accusations were again 
brought forward against them, and 
great numbers of them were delivered 
to the executioner. In’ the mean 
time, this cruel philosophical emper- 
or, without actually repealing the 
laws either of Trajan or Bins, adopt- 
ed such inhuman measures against 
the Christians as would have been 
unjustifiable against the most barba- 
rous enemies. He passed an edict 
by which the property of the Christi- 
ans was adjudged to the persons who 
convicted them of Atheism, or unna- 
tural crimes. Hence the most shame- 
less characters, and those who'coveted 
their possessions, were invited to ac- 


cuse the Christians, and hunt them 


out by night and by day. We must 
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shudder, while we reflect on their 
miserable 2nd defenceless state dur- 
ing the reign of this imperial perse- 
eutor. 

No publicsearch, indeed, was made 
after believers, for that would have 
been contrary to the edict of Trajan; 
nor were they accused merely of be- 
ing Christians, for that was forbidden 
by the more recent edict of Antoni- 
nus Pius. But, to accomplish the 
bloody designs of their enemies, they 
were condemned on the mere testi- 
mony of slaves, and the very refuse 
of mankind, for crimes improbable 
in their very nature, and which the 
most excruciating tortures could not 
make them confess. To complete 
the horrors of the transaction, all was 
done under the pretence of zeal for 
the cause of morality. Of such fla- 
grant hypocrisy is the human heart 
capable, that there is no sin, however 
base, which it will not adorn with a 
reputable title! 

In the year 162, at the commence- 
ment of this persecution of Aurelius, 
Justin engaged in controversy with 
one Crescens, a Cynic philosopher, 
who,though arrogant and overbearing, 
and a slave to the vilest passions, was 
at that time in high repute at Rome, 
This man, in his eager pursuit of po- 
pularity, had endeavoured, by the 
vilest arts of insinuation, to misre- 
present the Christian religion. Our 
Apologist, with his usual acuteness, 
exposed his ignorance and malevo- 
lence, and refuted him in several 
public disputations. 

Not long after, in consequence of 
the persecution becoming more gene- 
ral, Justin composed his second Apo- 
logy, and presented it to the emperor 
Aurelius, as he had done the former 
to his predecessor, Antoninus Pius. 

If Justin, however, hoped to soften 
the heart of the present emperor to- 
wards the Christians, as he had that 
of his predecessor, he was disappoint- 
ed. Aurelius continued an implaca- 
ble enemy to them; persisted in at- 
tributing their patience and heroic 
resolution to inveterate obstinacy, and 
despised alike, the arguments and the 
philosophic garb of Justin;- though 
he especially prided himself on his 
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own philosophical attainments, and, 
on other occasions, manifested the 
greatest reverence for men of learn- 
ing. 

‘Under these circumstances, it was 
no difficult matter for Crescens, who 
had been exceedingly incensed by the 
irresistible force of Justin’s arguments, 
and still more by his reproofs of his 
profligacy, to render him obnoxious 
to the emperor. Justin, indeed, had 
intimated, in his last Apology, that 
he expected that Crescens, or some 
other pretended philosopher, would 
lay snares for his ruin; and he was 
not mistaken in his surmises. By the 
contrivance of this inveterate enemy 
he was thrown into prison ; and, after 
undergoing there many preparatory 
tortures, he, and six of his compa- 
nions, were summoned to appear be- 
fore Junius Rusticus, the prefect of 
the city. 

Rusticys was a man greatly cele- 
brated for learning and political wis- 
dom, and for his attachment to Sto- 
icism. He had formerly been tutor 
to the emperor, who always enter- 
tained the highest veneration for his 
instructions, especially those of a mo- 
ral nature, and consulted him on all 
affairs, whether of a public or private 
description. But what covering were 
these wretched fig-leaves of morality, 
whilst the tutor and his royal pupil 
were not clothed with the garments 
of salvation, but remained the ene- 
mies of God and his Christ! 

At first the prefect attempted to 
persuade Justin to obey the gods, and 
comply with the emperor’s commands. 
The martyr refused; and proceeded 
to defend the reasonableness of his 
religion. The prefect then inquired 
respecting his education; and was 
told, that he had studied a.. kinds of 
philosophy and learning, but obtained 
satisfaction from none of them, he at, 
last found rest in the Christian doc- 
trine, however fashionable it might 
then be to despise it. 

“ Wretch!” replied the indignant 
prefect, “ art thou captivated by that 
religion?” “J am,” said Justin. 
“ I follow the Christians; and their. 
doctrine is right.” ‘ What is. their 
doctrine *” inquired Rusticus. “ It, 
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is this,” rejoined the martyr: “ we 
believe the one only God to be the 
Creator of all things, visible and in- 
visible ; and we confess our Lord Je- 
sus Christ to be the Son of God, 
foretold by the ancient veh He 
is now the Saviour and Teacher of 
all those who humbly submit to his 
instructions ;—and he will hereafter 
be the Judge of mankind. As for 
myself, I am too mean to be able to 
say any thing becoming his infinite 
Deity. This was the employment of 
the prophets, who, many ages ago, 
foretold the coming of the Son of God 
into the world.” The prefect then 
asked, where the Christians assembled. 
To which it was replied, that the 
God of the Christians was not con- 
fined to any particular place. 

Rusticus then severally examined 
his companions; and afterwards again 
addressed Justin: “ Hear thou, who 
art celebrated for thy eloquence, and 
imaginest thyself to be in possession 
of the truth, dost thou suppone: if I 
cause thee to be scourged from head 
to foot, that thou shalt go to heaven ?” 
“ Although I suffer what you threat- 
en,” firmly replied the martyr, “ yet 
T expect to enjoy the portion of all 
true believers; as I know that the 
divine grace and favour are laid u 
for all such, and shall be so while the 
world endures.” Do you think, 
then,” inquired the prefect, “ that 
you shall go to heaven, and receive 
areward?” “ I not only think so,” 
he rejoined, “ but I know it; and 
have a certainty of it, which excludes 
all doubt.” 

The prefect still insisted on their 
sacrificing to the gods; and, at the 
same time, threatened to torment 
them without mercy, unless they com- 
plied. “ There is nothing we more 
sincerely desire,” exclaimed Justin, 
than to endure tortures for the sake 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to be 
saved. For this will promote our 
happiness, and give us confidence be- 
fore the awful tribunal of our Lord 
and Saviour, before which God hath 
appointed the whole world to appear.” 

ow animating and glorious are 
the prospects of real believers, who, 
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like Justin, live up to, and experi- 
ence all the consolations of the Chris- 
tian dispensation! It is their peculiar 
privilege, not to confine their views 
of an eternal existence to the indis- 
tinct and fluctuating glimpses of phi- 
losophical vision; but, with a hope 
full of immortality, to pierce directly 
to those blessed regions, where a 
gracious God and Saviour has pre- 
pared for them “ an inheritance in- 
corruptible, and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away.” | 

The rest, having expressed their 
assent to what Justin had said, added, 
“ Despatch quickly your purpose : we 
are Christians, and cannot sacrifice 
to idols!” 

The prefect then pronounced upon 
them the following sentence :—“ Let 
these men, who refuse to sacrifice to 
the gods, and to obey the imperial 
edicts, be first scourged, and after- 
wards beheaded according to the laws!” 

The holy martyrs were then led 
back to prison, rejoicing and blessing 
God; and shortly afterwards were 
severely scourged, and then beheaded. 

Justin Martyr suffered about the 
year of our Lord 167. He does not 
appear to have assumed the ecclesi- 
astical character; notwithstanding, 
he was always actively engaged in the 
cause of Christ. 

We behold in Justin an illustrious 
monument of divine grace, and a 
bright ornament of our religion. The 
love of truth was the predominant 
passion of his soul: for this he was 
content to sacrifice every worldly con- 
sideration, and to meet death in all 
the horrors of martyrdom. From 
the period of his conversion to the 
termination of his life, he declined 
no dangers to promote the best inte- 
rests of his fellow-creatures ; and stea- 
dily consecrated his time, his talents, 
and his learning, to the suppression 
of sin and infidelity, and the promo- 
tion of piety and benevolence. We 
behold in Justin the gentleman, the 
scholar, and the Christian ;—a rare 
example of that excellence in which 
the brilliant endowments of nature 
are happily blended with the super- 
nataral gifts of grace. 
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Brief Character of the Right Hon. 
R. B. SHerwan. 
(From the British Review.) 

Tuus set the political glory of this 

eminent man. And in the little twi- 

light that remained to him nothing 
about him had a tinge of his departed 
lustre. The morning and the meri- 
dian of his life had passed in a per- 
etual exclusion from the objects of 

C wishes—from wealth, from dignity, 
from power; and the evening, alas! 
brought him no repose. He had lived 
long to little purpose,—applauded, 
but not trusted by his own party; 
feared, but not respected by his op- 
ponents. And, at the last, ejected 
from the precincts which the rays of 
his own eloquence had helped to warm 
and illumine, he sunk at once, ina 
manner discarded and disowned, into 
the shade and frost of penury, neglect, 
and sorrow. It appears, according 
to his biographer, that he was conti- 
nually tormented by the clamorous 
importunities of creditors, and ha- 
rassed by the process of the law. We 
are told by the same authority, that 
his resource, amidst these trials and 
vexations, was continual inebriety ; 
and the effect of this miserable prac- 
tice was soon visible in his frame, 
which sunk under a complication of 
disorders. His digestive powers en- 
tirely failed, his extremities began 
to swell, and the symptoms of ap- 
proaching dissolution were observed 
rapidly to increase. In this situation, 
—thus languishing on the bed of 
death, an officer, says Dr. Watkins, 
(his biographer) forced his way into 
his room to arrest him; and, after 
staying some days in the house, was 
with difficulty induced to relinquish 
his prey, on being told by the physi- 
cian that to move the patient from 
this house, in his then weak and ex- 
hausted state, would probably prove 
fatal, in which case he should feel it 
his duty to prosecute the officer for 
murder. 

We pass over, as rapidly as possi- 

ble, this very painful part of the nar- 

tative, to come to the period, the last 
affecting period, of this interesting 
life. And here he left Mr. Fox far 
behind him. A worthy writer of that 
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senator’s memoirs has said, “ that in 
describing the departing scene of his 
existence, his memorialist should bor- 
row for him the words of Addison to 
the young Lord Warwick : ‘ See how 
a Christian can die!’ and declare that 
“if the beautiful Scripture expres- 
sion, ‘ Lord, let me die the death of 
the righteous, and let my last end be 
like his,’ was ever more strongly ex- 
emplified in one instance than another, 
it was in the last moments of Mr. 
Fox.” The-British Review is a very 
old-fashioned work, and we profess 
not to see in the death-bed scene of 
that eminent person, one tittle more 
of Christian faith.than was evinced in 
the departure of Hume or Helvetius. 

“ As far as sympathetic solicitude,” 
remarks his biographer, (Dr. Wat- 
kins) “ could administer relief or 
comfort, Mr. Sheridan received every 
consolation from the kind attention _ 
of a numerous acquaintance and an 
affectionate family. But. there is 
abundant reason to hope that his last 
moments were cheered by the more 
abundant consolation that alone springs 
from faith and repentance. Some 
days before his death, the Bishop of 
London, who is a near relation of 
Mrs. Sheridan, desired Dr. Baine to 
ask if it would be agreeable to his 
patient to have prayers offered up by 
his bed-side. hen the commission 
was imparted to the sick, he assented 
with such an expression of fervent de- 
sire, that the bishop was instantly 
sent for, who lost no time in attend- 
ing to the solemn call, and, accom- 
panied by the physician, read several 
offices of devotion suited to the awful 
occasion. In these prayers Mr. She- 
ridan. appeared to join with humility 
and aspiration, clasping his hands, 
bending his head, and lifting up his 
eyes, significant of that penitential 
frame of mind which becomes every 
human spirit in its out of 
time into eternity. After this he 
seemed to much internal trans 
quillity untillifeebbed gradually away, 
and he departed, without any appa- 
rent struggle or agony, in the arms 
of his affectionate consort, on Sunday, 
at noon, July the seventh, 1516, in 
the sixty-fifth year of his age.” 
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Of such a character as that of Mr, 
Sheridan it is not easy to put together 
the incongruous parts. He was a 
soldier of fortune, and formed only 
by the loose discipline of worldly 
tactics. His thoughts, words, and 
actions, appear to have had no higher 
scope than to charm the festive hour, 
to multiply his means of unprofitable 
pleasure, and to inhale the incense 
of popular applause. Nature had 
bestowed upon him the elements of 
greatness; and capacities, that, under 
a right cultivation, might have made 
him the ornament, the boast, and the 
blessing of these eventful times. But 
the total absence of every thing sys- 
tematic, or regular, or restraining, 
in the first formation of his habits, 
left him at large, the creature of ac- 
cidental impressions, the pupil of his 
own passions, and vanities, and wants. 
Good-nature, a tendency to friend- 
ship, and a general kindness of dis- 
position, are among the wild flowers 
that often grow up in this moral wil- 
derness, and these qualities appear 
throughout the life of Mr. Sheridan; 
they shed a fragrance over his cha- 
racter, and still decorate his tomb ; 
but they often covered the path of 
error, and dishonour, and assisted 
the fascinations of a ruinous example. 
Even his good qualities stood in each 
other’s way, for want of that order 
and subordination which can only be 
the fruit of Christian government; 
thus his kindness towards some made 
him unfair and even malignant to- 
wards others; his liberality, by in- 
ducing distress, sometimes drove him 
to meanness; his wit, which was un- 
rivalled, found often an indulgence 
in malicious sarcasm ; and his honour 
was too high for the duties of simple 
justice. Something of the generous, 
the noble, and the lofty, was often 
visible in his deportment and_in his 
sentiments,—in the matter and in 
the manner of his eegere but 
while the eye regarded it with rap- 
ture, and welcomed it as the harbin- 

r of a happy change, the fleeting 
Form relapsed into confusion, like the 
cloud of a summer evening, when 
the parting ray that gilded it is gone. 

Of his eloquence it is impossible, 








with any feeling for the beauties of 
the art, not to entertain a very high 
estimation. Considering the little 
cultivation it could have received in 
his youth, it was next to miraculous. 
What renders it the more a subject 
of astonishment, is its peculiarity of 
character. The property one would 
have expected to have seen in it most 
prominent and distinguishing, is that 
voluble and easy flow which is often 
the mysterious and genuine gift of 
nature ; but Mr. Sheridan’s eloquence 
was any thing rather than natural. It 
was studied, adorned, and artificial; 
and often consisted of a string of 
witticisms, having all the appearance 
of premeditation and contrivanee. It 
was this character of his eloquence 
which laid him open to the following 
observations of Mr. Pitt. “ He sel- 
dom condescends to favour us with 
his extraordinary powers of imagin- 
ation and fancy ; but when he does 
come forward, we are prepared for a 
grand performance. No subject comes 
amiss to him, however remote from 
the question before the house. All 
that his fancy suggests at the time, 
or that he has collected from others ; 
all that he can utter in the ebullition 
of the moment ; all that he has slept 
on or matured, are combined and 
tere for our entertainment. All 

is hoarded repartees, all his matured 
jests, the full contents of his eommon- 
place book, all his severe invectives, 
all his bold and hardy assertions, all 
that he has been treasuring up for 
days and months, he collects into one 
mass, which he kindles into a blaze 
of eloquence, and out it comes all 
together. whether it has any relation 
to the subject or not.” Making some 
allowance for the exaggerations of 
resentment which undoubtedly dic- 
tated some part of this description, it 
cannot be deemed very far from a 
true portraiture of the style and man- 
ner of Mr. Sheridan. 

The speeches, however, of Mr. 
Sheridan in parliament are, with ma- 
ny defects, undoubtedly worthy to be 
ranked among the fairest specimens 
of British oratory: they are pithy, 
sententious, antithetical, corruscat- 
ing, neat, popular, ingenious, witty, 
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playful, and, for the most part, cor- 
rect and clear. But they are not of 
that pure, spontaneous, and natural 
kind which have proceeded from the 
mouth of Mr. Fox; neither have they 
his senatorial wisdom: they had less 
of variety, less of genuine warmth, 
less of living pathos; were less rich 
in parallels drawn from history and 
common life, less logical, and less 
comprehensive. The deep tones, the 
solemn swell, the rotundity and con- 
tinuity of expression, the moral ele- 
vation, the sedate utterance, the lofty 
declamation, the commanding man- 
ner, the perspicuity of detail and ar- 
rangement, the sober lustre, and the 
mild effulgence of Mr. Pitt, were 
Mr. Pitt’s alone; to him belonged 
that plenitude of information, that 
practicable, clear, and solid good 
sense, which neither habit, education, 
or genius, had permitted to Mr. She- 
ridan: still less was he gifted with 
Mr. Burke’s endowments: he was 
greatly below him in obeervation, and 
meilowness of knowledge; below him 
greatly in profundity of thought, pow- 
er of generalizing, philosophy of views, 
and all that goes into the constitution 
of wisdom. He was also far inferior 
to that great man in richness, variety, 
and fecundity of intellect ; his infe- 
rior, also, far his inferior, in com- 
pass of expression, controul of im- 
agery, and classic elegance; in ail 
that constitutes the faculty of con- 
vincing and securing the moral mind, 
greatly inferior indeed to that prince 
over the provinces of literature and 
reason. 


=== 
== 


For Mortification and Self-Retire- 
ment, 


O Almighty God, who hast sent 
me into this world as a state of trial 
and probation, that I might be a can- 
didate for eternity; teach me fre- 
quently to retire from the occasions 
and temptations to sin, to mortify 
mine affections for this world, the 
dangerous enemy to my salvation, 
that my flesh may be subdued to the 
spirit, and my mind left free to ap- 
proach thee with ardour, and with 
fervency of affection. Innre me, by 
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self-denial, to bring my body into 
subjection, and to punish all those 
excesses which I have been guilty of 
in the abuse of thy creatures. t 
my retirement from the world make 
me perceive its vanity and emptiness, 
and teach me to relish the pleasure 
of spiritual enjoyments. Let me spend 
those solitary hours in the improve- 
ment of Christian knowledge, and do 
thou open mine eyes that I- may see 
the wondrous things of thy law. Make 
me heartily to bewail my sins, and 
do thou work in me that godly sorrow 
not to be repented of. Grant that I 
may sincerely examine the state ot 
mine own mind; and do thou search 
and try my ways, and lead me into 
the path of everlasting life. And 
perceiving how bitter a thing it is to 
depart from the living God, grant 
that I may no longer continue estrang- 
ed from the Fountain of all joy and 
happiness; but that, by confessing 
and forsaking my sins, I may be en- 
tirely converted unto thee, and that 
they may be blotted out when the 
times of refreshing shall come from 
the presence of the Lord; through 


Jesus Christ, my Saviour and Re- 
deemer. Amen. 


Against Worldly-M indedness. 


Atmicuty God, who hast endowed 
me with a soul capable of immortality, 
be merciful unto me for mine immo- 
derate love of earthly things, bridle 
this unruly and misguided passion, 
and suppress those tormenting and 
corroding cares by which mine affec- 
tions are so closely united to the things 
of this life. Open mine eyes, that I 
may clearly see the true nature of 
that which [ so much desire; what 


an hindrance it is to the good of my . 


soul; and what an impediment in the 
way that leadeth unto everlasting life. 
Make me to feel the pleasure of, and 
to set mine affections on, those things 
which are above ; enlighten mine un- 
derstanding, that I may know what 
is the hope of my calling, the riches 
of thy glory, and the heavenly crown 
which is reserved for thy faithful ser- 
vants. Incline my heart to a stead- 
fast faith in thy promises, and to a 
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firm persuasion of thecertainty which 
thy word hath testified, that if I de- 
light myself in thee thou wilt give 
me my heart’s desire ; and then shall 
I be more studious to grow in grace 
than to increase in riches, and more 
earnest for spiritual blessings than 
for the things of this world. Deny 
me not, then, O God, this request, 
nor send me away empty from thy 
throne of grace. I ask not for mine 
own deserts: I renounce myself: I 
fly to thy promises, and look for no- 
thing but for the sake of thy word, 
and througli the merits of Jesus Christ, 
in whom my soul is well pleased, and 
to whom, with thine eternal Spirit, £ 
yield all honour and glory, world 
without end. Amen. 
== 

In the following our readers will find 
an account of the organization of the 
Church in the state of Ohio. 





Sounwat of the Convention of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Churchin the state of Ohio, 
held in Columbus, January 5th, 1818. 
With the Constitution by them then 
and there adopted. 


Columbus, Ohio, January 5th, 1818. 

Tais being the day and place for the 
meeting of the Convention of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the state of 
Ohio, the Convention, pursuant to notice 
duly given inthe public prints, and other- 
wise, met at the house of Dr. Goodale. 

After Divine Service, prayers being 
read by the Rev. Roger Searle, the Rev. 
Philander Chase was elected President, 
and David Prince, Secretary. 

The following gentlemen, as Lay Dele- 
gates, were duly recognized, and took 
their seats; viz. Messrs. Benjamin Gardi- 
ner, and Joel Buttles, from Trinity Church, 
Columbus; Ezra Griswold, and Chester 
Griswold, St. John’s Church, Worthing- 
ton; Joseph Platt, St. James’s Church, 
Boardman; Solomon Griswold, Christ 
Church, Windsor; David Prince, Grace 
Church, Berkshire. 

On motion, Resolved, That Edward 
King, Esq. from St. Paul’s Church, Chil- 
licothe, be admitted as a member of this 
Convention.—He appeared and took his 
seat. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee 
be appointed to inquire into the state of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
state of Ohio, and report to this Conven- 
tion. The Rev. Roger Searle, the Rev. 
Philander Chase, and Joseph Platt, Esq. 
were appointed. 

Resolved, unanimously, that we, the 
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members of this Convention, are in com- 
munion with the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States of America; 
and also, that we do unanimously adopt 
the General Constitution and Canons of 
said Church; whereupon the following 
gentlemen were appointed a Committee 
to draft a Constitution for the diocess of 
Ohio; viz. Messrs. Searle, Chase, King, 
S. Griswold, and Gardiner. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee 
be appointed to suggest some measures 
for the support of a Bishop in the state 
of Ohio; and, for this purpose, Benjamin 
Gardiner be added to “ the Committee 
on the state of the Church;” and that 
they, and he, be requested to attend to 
the subject of this resolution. 

Resolved, That this Convention adjourn 
until 2 o’clock to-morrow. 


January 6th. 

The Convention met pursuant to ad- 
journment. The Rev. Mr. Searle, from 
the Committee to form rules of order for 
this Convention, made report of the same; 
which were unanimously adopted. 

The Rev. Mr. Chase, from the Com- 
mittee appointed to draft a Constitution 
for the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the state of Ohio, reported; the draft 
was read and ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion, this Convention adjourned 
till six o’clock this evening. 

The Convention met agreeable to ad- 
journment. Mr. John Matthews, from St. 
James’s Church, Zanesville, appeared and 
took his seat. 

Resolved, that Alfred Mack, Esq. from 
Christ Church, Cincinnati, be admitted 
as a member of this Convention. 

On motion, the draft of a Constitution 
for the Protestant Episcopal ‘Church, in 
the state of Ohio, was read a second time. 
The several Articles having been duly 
considered, the whole was read a third 
time, and adopted unanimously. 

@©n motion, Resolved, That this Con- 
vention now proceed to the appointment 
of a Standing Committee: in pursuance 
of which the following persons were duly 
appointed; viz. The Rev. P. Chase, the 
Rev. R. Searle, B. Gardiner, and C. Gris- 
wold. 

Messrs. Searle and Chase, from the 
Committee to report “ on the state of the 
Church in the state of Ohio,” made re- 
port, which, being read, was accepted, and 
ordered to be inserted on the minutes of 
the Convention. 


REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE CHURCH. 

The Committee appointed by the Con- 
vention, to give a view of the state of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the Dio- 
cess of Ohio, beg leave respectfully to 
report: 

That there being present but two Cler- 
gymen residing in this state, and offici- 
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ating therein, the most satisfactory way 
of bringing the state of the Church fully 
to view, will be by recounting what they 
have, during the short time of their mi- 
nistrations, done towards the establish- 
ment and prosperity of our Infant Zion. 
The Rev. Mr. Searle observes, that he 
came into this state in the month of Fe- 
bruary, 1817; in which month, and in 
March and April following, several pa- 
rishes were formed in the state of Ohio, 
as members of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. A parish in Ashtabula, county 
of Ashtabula, by the name of St. Peter’s 
Church, was formed in February last, 
with considerable promise. TrinityChurch, 
in Cleveland, was formed soon after. St. 
Mark’s Church, in Columbia; St. John’s 
Church, in Liverpool; St. Paul’s Church, 
in Medina; St. Luke’s Church, in Raven- 
na; and St. James’s Church, in Board- 
man; were duly organized in March and 
April. Grace Church, in Berkshire, and 
St. Paul’s Church, in Chillicothe, took 
form also in April last. A general spirit 
of suitable zeal seemed every where to 
prevail, and an ardent wish was expressed 
for the ordinances of our holy religion. 
During the very laborious services ren- 
dered by the subscriber last spring, two 
hundred and eighty-four persons and chil- 
dren were baptized, and eighty-three per- 
sons admitted to the Holy Communion. 
On his return to the state of Ohio, in 
November last, the subscriber has visited 
many parts of the state. Some of the 
parishes formed last spring, are found to 
be prospering; increasing in numbers and 
proper zeal for the interests of religion 
generally, and for the primitive doctrines 
and usages of the Church. In Steuben- 
ville, in St. Clairsville, in Morristown, 
and in Cambridge, there are parishes 
formed, which are under the care of the 
Rey. Dr. Dodridge of Virginia; all of 
which are understood to be prospering 
The subscriber has now devoted nearly 
one year in unremitting services and la- 
bours for the promotion of those interests 
justly deemed sacred by the members of 
the Church, and the friends of religion 
generally. And while he views, with great 
pleasure, every opening prospect pointing 
to the futuse prosperity of primitive piety, 
he earnestly prays the great Head of the 
Church to direct the measures leading 
us to our contemplated organization. 
R. SEARLE. 
The Rev. Mr. Chase observes, that he 
came into this state in the month of March 
last; that he organized a parish of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the town 
of Windsor, county of Ashtabula, by the 
name of Christ Church; that he baptized 
rising of sixty persons therein, and ad- 
ministered the Holy Communion to twen- 
ty-four persons; that the members of this 
infant parish appear to be pious, and ar- 
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dently attached to our primitive com- 
munion. 

Besides officiating in various interme- 
diate places, where Prayer Books and 
Tracts were earnestly wished for, the 
Rev. Mr. Chase held divine service, and 
regularly incorporated a parish, of our 
Communion, at the Iron Works, in the 
township of Talmage and vicinity, by 
the name of St. Stephen’s Church. This 
parish is but small, but of considerable 
promise; the baptisms were a few. 

Mr. Chase held service and preached 
in several places. on his way to Zanesville. 
In Coshocton he partially organized a pa- 
rish. There being several persons in that 
place and neighbourhood belonging to 
our communion, much is hoped from the 
exertions of some future labourer in the 
vineyard. 

In Zanesville he found a very respect- 
able congregation of Episcopalians, duly 
organized, under the pious and praise- 
worthy exertions of the Rev Dr. Dodridge, 
of Virginia. Mr. Chase baptized several 
persons, both adults and infants, in this 
parish, and thinks they bid fair soon to 
become a distinguished part of the Church 
in this state. 

In Lancaster Mr. Chase officiated. The 
members of our communion in that place, 
though not numerous, yet expressed their 
hopes that a parish might soon be organ- 
ized, so as to require the services of a 
Ciergyman, at least a part of the time. 
The same observations may be applied to 
the people of our Church in Circleville.. 

In Chillicothe Mr. Chase officiated se- 
veral times. As the respectable parish 
in this town was duly organized by the 
Rev. Mr. Searle, and as he has mentioned 
its state and prospects in the part of this 
report assigned to him, Mr. Chase passes 
it over. He understands, however, that 
they intend soon to erect a Church for 
public worship. Mr. Chase officiated in 
Springfield and Dayton; in both of which 
places, the attempts to organize parishes 
in our communion have not been totally 
without success. 

In Cincinnati Mr. Chase was peculiarly 
blessed in the formation of a numerous 
and wealthy parish, by the name of Christ 
Church. The persons belonging to this 
parish, have, since their recent establish- 
ment, manifested a zeal and ardour in the 
cause of Zion, worthy of better days; 
They regularly meet and hold divine ser- 
vice on Sunday. Notwithstanding their 
exertions to procure a Clergyman,. they 
have hitherto been unsuccessful. 

Mr. Chase succeeded in organizing a 
parish in Columbus, by the name of Tri- 
nity Church; and another in Delaware, 
by the name of St. Peter’s Church. These, 
together with a small parish at Norton 
and Radner, formed last summer by Col. 
James Kilbourn; avery respectable parish 
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jn Neerkshire, formed by the Rev. Mr. 
Searle ; and the parish of St.John’s Church, 
Worthington, constitute the present cure 
of Mr. Chase. In his cure, comprchend- 
ing these last named parishes, he has bap- 
tized rising of a hundred persons; and, 
at stated times, administers the Holy 
Communion to about sixty-five 

Notwithstanding the many difficulties 
incident to infant parishes in new settled 
countries, there is, under the smiles of 
a benignant Providence, much to cayse 
the heart of a Christian to rejoice for the 
present, and to take courage for the fu- 
ture. A Bible and Prayer Book Society 
has been formed in Worthington and vi- 
cinity, of much promise; and a Female 
Tract Society, under the direction of the 
Rector of St. John’s Church, is recently 
organized, and bids fuir to be very useful. 

‘The constant accession to the number 
of communicants at the Altar, as well as 
the awakened attention of the congrega- 
tions in general, to the necessity of Holy 
Baptism, and other ordinances of the 
Gospel, afford great cause for gratitude 
to the divine Head of the Church, for the 
operations of his grace, and prompt the 
ardent prayer for future blessings. 

P. CITASE. 

The Committee appointed to “ Suggest 
measures for the Support of the Episco- 
pate,” made report; on which, Resolved, 
That this Convention do appoint a Com- 
mittee consisting of gentlemen from dif- 
ferent parts of the state, who shall be 
earnestly requested, jointly or severally, 
to digest a plan or plans for the support 
of the Episcopate of this state, and to 
report at the next Convention. 

Whereupon the following persons were 
appointed; viz. the Rev. P. Chase, the 
Rev. R. Searle, Nathan Stone, and Arthur 
St. Clair, Esqrs. Cincinnati; Benjamin 
Gardiner,Esq. Columbus; James Kilbourn, 
and Chester Griswold, Esqrs. Worthing- 
ton; John Matthews, Esq. and Dr, Conant, 
Zanesville; Solomon Griswold, Fisq. Wind- 
sor; TurhandKirkland,Esq. Poland, Trum- 
bull county. ) 

On motion, this Convention adjourned 
till to-morrow, 9 o’clock. 

January 7, 1818. 

The Convention met pursuant to ad- 
journment. After prayers being read by 
the Rev. P. Chase, the minutes of the 
Convention were read. 

Resolved, That this Convention view 
with lively emotions of pleasure, the 
flourishing, though infant state of our 
Church in Ohio; and that they earnestly 
recommend to the several parishes in the 
state, that each send at Jeast one delegate 
to the next Convention, to meet at Wor- 
thington, on the first Monday of June next. 

Resolved, That the minutes of this Con- 
vention be referred to a Committee of 
three for correction and engrossing: and 
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the same Committee shall then take steps 
for the printing and distribution of the 
same. The following gentlemen were ap 
pointed: The Rev. P. Chase, the Rev. 
k. Searle, and E. King. 

On motion, this Convention adjourned 
without day. 

Signed, PHTILANDER CHASP. 
President of the Convention 
DAVID PRINCE, Secretary. 
EDWARD KING, Assistant Secretary.’ 
CONSTITUTION. 

-4rt. 1. This Convention shall consist of 
the Bishop, Preshyters, and Deacons, and 
Lay Deleyuates of the Diocess df Ohio, in 
communion with the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States of America. 
If there be no Bishop for the time being, 
the oldest Presbyter present shall cause 
the Convention to be opened with prayers, 
and preside himself at the same. 

Art. 2. The Presbyters and Deacons of 
this Church, in order to be qualified for 
a seat in this Convention, must show that 
they have been regularly admitted, or 
settled as officiating ministers in some 
parish or congregation in this diocess or 
state, in communion with this Convention; 
or that they are employed as missionaries 
under the direction of this Convention ; 
or that they are the stated professors or 
teachers in some College, or incorporated 
Academy of learning, in this state. ‘The 
Lay Delegates must show that they have 
been duly chosen or appointed by the 
Congregation or Vestry of the Church 
which they represent. 

Art. 3, The Bishop has power to call 
special Conyentions, when, 1n his opinion, 
it is necessary for the good of the Church, 
or when applied to for that purpose by 
the Standing Committee; and, in case of 
a vacancy of the Episcopate, the Stand- 
ing Committee, on urgent reasons, may 
call a special Convention. 

irt. 4. There shall be an annual Con- 
vention of the Church in this diocess or 
state, on the first Wednesday of June in 
every year, in the town of Worthington ; 
the time and place, however, subject to 
be altered by the Convention, provided 
such alteration be on the minutes of the 
Conyention, and due notice thereof given 
to the several parishes. 

Art. 5. At every annual Convention a 
Secretary shall be appointed to record all 
proceedings of the Convention, to pre- 
serve their Journals, and hand them to his 
successor; and give notice to the clergy 
and parishes of the meetings of the Con 
vention. 

Art. 6. The Standing Committee of this 
diocess or state shall be chosen by the 
annual Convention; they shall consist of 
1wo or more Presbyters, and two Laymen. 

rt. 7. All officers of this Convention 
or diocess shall be elected. by pallot, and 
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a majority of the whole shall decide. In 
the choice of a Bishop, the Clergy and 
Laity shall vote separately; the Clergy 
individually, and the Laity by congrega- 
tions; and a concurrence of a majority of 
each order, shall be necessary to consti- 
tute a decision. 

Art. 8. A proposition to alter this Con- 
stitution shall be inadmissible, unless 
made in writing, and approved by two 
thirds of the Convention. If so made, 
and so approved, it shall lie over to the 
next Convention; and if again approved 
by the next Convention, by a majority of 
the two orders of Clergy and Laity, vot- 
ing separately, the amendments shall take 
place; be valid, and obligatory. 

—_—o 
EASTER. 

Tae day on which Easter falls in the 
present year having become a subject of 
considerable conversation and discussion, 
the following remiarks may be useful. 

1. The precise day on which Easter is 
observed, ought not to be deemed a mat- 
ter of primary importance. The celebration 
of the event which the day commemorates 
with suitable reverence and devotion, is 
all that can be of real moment. For 

2. There is no standard by which to de- 
termine the day on which the resurrection 
of Christ is to be commemorated, but ec- 
clesiastical usage and institution ; aud for 
a long period, ecclesiastical usage in this 
point, differed in different places. The 
observation of the festival may, indeed, be 
traced to the apostolic age. But, for the 
three first centuries, the Eastern or Asi- 
atic Churches, and the Western Churches, 
celebrated the festival on different days. 
Both considering that it was a feast 
corresponding to the Jewish Passover, 
Christ being the true Paschal Lamb, and 
also that he was crucified at the time of 
this Jewish festival, commemorated his 
resurrection about the same period. But 
the Eastern Churches observed Easter.on 
the third day after the Passover, which 
was on the 14th day of the first month 
of the Jewish year, that is, the first 
moon after the vernal equinox, and thus 
frequently commemorated the resurrec- 
tion on other days of the week than Sun- 
day. The Western Churches, on the con- 
trary, celebrated this festival on the first 
Sunday after the Jewish Passover.* 








* The Eastern Churches celebrated, on the 14th day 
of the first Jewish month, what_ was called a paschal 
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This difference m the observation of the 
day gave rise to great controversies, both 
parties pleading tradition in support of 
their respective days. 

3. The council of Nice, in the year of 
our Lord 525, determined these contro- 
versies by decreeing, that Easter should 
be ceiebrated on the Sunday next after the 
full moon happening upon or next after the 
21st day of March, which then was, and 
it was supposed always would be, the vers 
nal equinox. 

Several principles appear to have fo- 
verned in forming this rule. 1. That Eas 
ter was to be celebratéd about the period 
of the Jewish Passover ; 2. and yet in or- 
der that the Christians should not sym- 
bolise with the Jews, that Easter should 
not be celebrated on the precise day of the 
Jewish Passover; 3. and that as the Chris- 
tian Sabbath was changed to the first day 
of the week, or Sunday, in testimony of 
our Lord’s resurrection, this event should 
be celebrated on that day. 

4. The rule established by the council of 
Nice, is that by which all Churches are now 
governed in the observation of Euster. But 
in the application of this rule, difficulties 
arose and still exist. As the lunar year 
and the solar year do not coincidé; as, 
therefore, the first full moon after the 2ist 
March is not always on the same day; as, 

from the difference between the civil year 
and the solar year, the vernal equinox did 
not always happen on the 2lst March, but 
gradually anticipated that day; the time 
of observing Easter, which necessarily 
varied in different years, anticipated also, 
in several centuries, owing to the antici. 
pation of the vernal equinox, the time de- 
signed for its observance by the council 
of Nice. This deviation in the observ. 
ance of Easter from the criginal institu- 
tion, was in some measure corrected by 
the Gregorian calendar, which adapted, as 
nearly as possible,the civil to the true solar 
year. The method for the observance of 
Easter, founded on the rule of the councii 
of Nice, was continued, subject to the 
corrections of this calendar. But this 





feast, in commethoration of the death of Christ; and 
hence were called Quatuerdecimans. The Western 
Churches celebrated the same feast on the L5th, 
and henee were denominated Quintadecimans. The 
estival of the resurrection, however, @ rs to Kacr 
ae celebraied on the days meutioncd aborc. | 
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method is not quite exact, nor can any 
practicable method be so, from the diffi- 
culty of making a true equation of time, 
or of adapting exactly the civil to the 
true solar year, and the civil and solar 
year to the lunar. Owing to this difficulty, 
the method for finding Easter Jaid down 
in the tables in the Book of. Common 
Prayer, which are as accurate as is prac- 
ticable, being founded on the Gregorian 
calendar, which is the notation of time 
now used, gives a day for Easter, which 
deviates from the rule established in the 
same Prayer Book. By this rule, as the 
first full moon after the 21st of March, 
happens on the 22d, which is Sunday, 
Easter-day is the Sunday after; but, ac- 
cording to the tables, Easter falls on the 
22d. The tadles being constructed on the 
correct principles of the Gregorian ca- 
lendar, we adhere to the result which they 
give; and the deviation to which they 
lead from the rule is unavoidable. 

5. Lastly, then; it may be observed, 
that all whichis of importance is secured by 
observing Easter on the 22d of March in 
the present year. We commemorate the 
event; and we commemorate it on the 
same day with the great body of Chris- 
tians who celebrate this festival—that is, 
with all the Western Churches; for it 
ought to be observed, that the Gregorian 
notation of time is not yet adopted in 
Russia. 

For the further satisfaction of our read- 
ers, we recommiend to their perusal the 
following judicious articles which have 
appeared in the newspapers. 





From the Evening Post. 
Mr. Coleman, 

Your late correspondent, under the sig- 
nature of “ Conjecture,” has given an in- 
genious but not correct explanation of the 
deviation this year from the strict rule 
of fixing Easter. The civil and ecclesi- 
astical day are one and the same; the as- 
tronomical day does not enter into the 
account. The truth is, it is one of those 
minute deviations from the strictness of 
the principle, which is necessarily inhe- 
rent in every practical rule, applied to so 
complex a subject as the regulation of 
the calendar. Macclesfield, president of 
the Royal Society, at the time of intro- 
ducing the Gregorian style into England, 
says—‘ though the Gregorian method of 
finding the time of Easter be not quite 


exact, but is liable to some errors, yet 
all other practical methods of doing it, 
would be so too” Indeed, those ac- 
quainted with the subject know, that the 
most exact notation of time, is but an 
approximation to the truth: except fora 
passing moment, we are always either too 
fast or too slow. 

The rule for findingEaster was first adopt- 
ed at the council of Nice, A. D. 325, in or- 
der to create uniformity in the time of 
holding it.. In doing this, they fell into 
two errors: First, in supposing their no- 
tation of time was so exact, that the ver- 
nal equinox would always fall, as it did 
that year, on the 2ist March, which led 
them to put that date in their rule, in- 
stead of the vernal equinox. Secondly, 
in adopting the cycle of nineteen years, 
as the period of time in which the motions 
of the sun and moon passed through all 
their variations, and met again in con- 
junction: to this circle of years had been 
affixed by Meton, a succession of num- 
bers called the golden numbers, and upon 
his calculations they established the tables 
for finding Easter for the future. The 
consequence of the first error was, that 
the Julian calendar, on which they went, 
falling behind the real time 11 min. 5 sec. 
every year, in 400 years carried them 
backward more than three days; which 
error amounted in 1752, when the new 
style was introduced into England, to 11 
days. The consequence of the second 
error was this: in 19 Julian years, the 
new moons would fall earlier than the 
calculation nearly one hour and a half, 
miuking an error of one day in 310 years. 
The inconvenience resulting from this 
erroneous calcufation was so sensibly felt, 
that in 1582, under the patronage of Gre- 
gory XIIL who then filled the papal throne, 
a reformation in the calendar was intro- 
duced, approximating to the truth, but 
still not exact. This did not find its way 
into England until 1752, when the civil 
notation of time had fallen back 11 days, 
and the ecclesiastical had advanced 3 
days ; so that the calendar was corrected 
by advancing the civil notation 11, and 
the ecclesiastical 8 days. 

It is on these principles, therefore, that 
the tables for finding Easter have been 
constructed, and not on the precise cal- 
culation of the individual full moons. 
That they sometimes vary, is well known; 
but those slight variations are more than 
compensated by the advantage of a gene- 
ral rule; which we know to be as accurate 
as the case admits of, since it is the re- 
sult of the combined science of the great- 
est astronomers for 1500 years. 

The Episcopal Church have, therefore, 
sir, fallen into no error: to secure uni- 
formity in the celebration of Easter, they 
have adopted a rule as perfect as the na- 
ture of the case admitted of. The variation 
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of this year was not the result of error 
or ignorance, but foreseen and acknow- 
ledged ever since the adoption of the 
Gregorian calendar. All the tables since 
that time, give the 2Ist March as the 
Paschal full moon for the year 1818; al- 
though by calculation they were aware 
that it actually feil 9 hours 4 minutes later. 

The rule, and the principle of a rule 
are two different things. In morals, in- 
deed, the rule is interpreted by the prin- 
ciple, but in things arbitrary, it super- 
sedes it. Thus, in the present case, al- 
though the principle of the rule be the 
full moon of the vernal equinox, the rule 
itself is that equation of time which has 
been formed upon it. 

The reason for selecting the vernal 
equinox as the criterion, was to keep 
Easter-Day as near as possible to the pe- 
riod of the Jewish Passover. The motive 
for the adoption of a general rule, was 
the preservation of uniformity. Both these 
are attained: Faster is celebrated as near 
as possible to the period of the year in 
which the blessed event it celebrates ac- 
tually took place; and all Churches that 
keep it at all, keep it on the same day. 
All, therefore, that is important in the 
rule, is preserved; the theory on which 
its first framers went, is to us a matter 
of little importance. 

AN EPISCOPALIAN, 
From the Philadelphia United States Ga- 
zétte. 

Easter-Day, 22d of March.—Doubts 
have been expressed as to the day on which 
this Festival will fall in the present year. 
It is desirable, on every account, that they 
should be cleared away; and to assist in 
doing this, the following remarks are 
submitted to consideration: 

Easter; the Christian Passover, is sub- 
stituted in the place of Pesach, the Jew- 
ish Passover, which was ordainad to com- 
mence on the 14th day of the first month 
in every year. As the Jewish months were 
lunar, they began with every new moon, 
and, consequently, the full moons hap- 
pened on the 14th day of every month; 
and the month in which the full moon 
happened-at the time of the vernal equi- 
nox, or whose full moon next succeeded 
it, was the first month of their year. Eas- 
ter-Day, strictly conforming to the time 
of the Jewish Passover, according to the 
manner of reckoning among the Jews, would, 
it is believed, happen in the present Chris- 
tian year on the 2lst day of April. The 
accuracy of this supposition, however, is 
not important in relation to the main ob- 
ject of inquiry as not only the Christian 
mode of calculation, prefixing the time 
of the full moon, but the day of the week 
for celebrating Easter have long varied 
from the-Jewish Passover. 

Before the sitting of the Council of 
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Nice, (A. D.325,) the Christian Churches 
were divided as to the day of the week 
upon which Easter should be celebrated, 
the Asiatic Churches contending that it 
should be kept on the day of the Jews 
Passover, on whatever day of the week 
it might fall; while the others, and espe- 
cially those of the west, in conformity, 
as they alleged, to Apostolic tradition, 
fixed its celebration on the same day of 
the week (Sunday) when the Resurrection, 
which the Festival is designed to-com- 
memorate, happened. This, however, was 
finally settled by the Nicene Council, who, 
adopting the opinion of the Western 
Churches, decreed that thereafter Easter- 
Day should be celebrated, not on the day 
of the full moon, but on the following 
Sunday. Conformably to which; the rule 
laid down in the calendar is, that “ Eas- 
ter-Day is always the first Sunday after 
the full moon which happens upon or 
next after the 2Iist day of March. And 
if the full moon happens upon a Sunday, 
Easter-Day is the Sunday after.” 

The old Calendar and Tables for find- 
ing Easter was made in conformity to this 
rule, founded upon the decree of the 
Council of Nice; but for the purpose of 
fixing the time of the full moon’ they 
were calculated upon the supposed accu- 
racy of the Metonick Cycle, agreeably to 
which, the members of the Council and 
their cotemporaries thought that; after 
every revolution of 19 years, the new and 
full moons would always fall on the same 
days of the year that they had in the pre- 
ceding 19 years. This mode-of calcula- 
tion was sufficiently accurate at the time ; 
but as in fact the Metonick Cycle proved 
to be incorrect, the new and full moons 
not happening on the same days in the 
year after every revolution of 19 years, 
but falling short nearly one-hour and a 
half, the old Calendar and Tables became 
more and more erroneous in their exhibi- 
tion of the times of the happening of the 
new and full moons, and consequently in 
the fixing of Easter. 

To correct this error, the 3d section* 
of the “act for regulating the commence- 
ment of the year, and for correcting the 

. ’ section is worthy of 
notice Rid whereas, sceording to the rule prefixed 

tv the Book of Common Prayer of the Church of 
England, Kaster-Day is always the f~st Sunday after 
the first full meon peep next after one 
and twentieth day of ; and if the full moon 
happens on Sunday, Easter-Day is the Sunday after ; 
which rule was made in conformity to the decree of 
the General Council of Nice, for the celebration of 
the said feast of Easter: And whereas the method of 
computing the full moons, now used in the Church of 


England, andj according to which the table to find 
Re amide le uaa oF tea teen, oe 
Prayer is i time, con- 
sidezabl errentnis® Sleeves a Calendar, and alse 
certain Tables and Rules for the the true time 
of the celebration of the said feast of , and the 
finding the times of the full moons, on which the 
oqt Os soas the same shall as nearly 
ye with the decree of the said ral Counci! 
Gc.” Itis to be remarked that this statute is expressly 
extended to this country. 





r- rear oe 


PAGES 
a 


roy 
Bape 





- a 
SEE LS 








mee ee ee 


CaN nae 











=e 


a ae at 





Siducatene nace eee ee 











— 


= = <a = OD nt a = Sue " ee a 
2 a RE are hes Me 2 = = 
ions E ke Sted es < t= 
RES ORES 10g IO <n IN POR iS . dae iret ee eo 
5 


Se hn en ee 


retosarany iT Tt Shan: 
EE cinbe nn 








64 Missellaneous. 


Calendar now in use,” (24Geo.2.A.D. 1751) 
provides that the feast of Easter shall be 
no longer kept according to the table 
prefixed to the Book of Common Prayer 
as it was then published, and that the 
table, as well as the column of golden 
numbers therein prefixed to the respec- 
tive days of the month in the Calendar, 
shall be left out in all future editions of 
the Book of Common Prayer; and then 
declares that the new Calendar Tables 
and Rules thereunto annexed, shall be 
prefixed to all future editions; and that 
after the second day of September, 1752, 
the feast of Easter shall be observed ac- 
cording to the said new Calendar Tables 
and Rules, “ that is to say, on the same 
respective nominal days on which the same 
are now kept and observed, but which, 
according to the alteration by this act in- 
tended to be made, will happen eleven 
days sooner than the same now do.” 

That it was foreseen that the Calendar, 
Tables, and Rules annexed to the statute 
would not conform precisely to the Al- 
manack or astronomical observations, will 
appear by consulting the publications of 
the day; and that they do not we now 
find by experience, still they furnish us 
with]the only authority by which we can fix 
upon the day of the full moon, which is 
to regulate the celebration of the Resur- 
rection; and “to understand them aright, 
it must be supposed that by the full moon 
is meant the time as found by the golden 
numbers affixed to the Calendar, in the 
Common Prayer Book, and not to the true 
full moon as found in the Almanack, or 
Dy astronomical observations.” Accord- 
ing to these, the full moon for fixing Eas- 
ter would fall on the 22d of March; but 
according to the golden numbers, it will 
fall on the 2lst of March, and, therefore, 
she 22d of March being Sunday, is Easter. 

This result is confirmed by a reference 
io the Calendar Tables and Rules, both 
i. Pickering’s and Rughead’s editions of 

he Statutes at large, and in those pre- 
‘ixed to Reeve’s edition of the Book of 
Common Prayer, (believed to be among 
the most correct,) and the Oxford edition 
of 1769; and also to a new table, first 
published in a late Oxford edition, which 
was calculated to begin after the year 
1804, where that annexed to the statute 
ends. . A LAYMAN. 

i —a 
HYMN TO THE DEITY. 
From “ Select Poems, translated from the Greek of Sy- 
nesius and Gregory Nazianzen.”) 

‘Tarr, peerless monarch of the sky, 
My soul aspires to glorify, 
And, swelling with immortal verse, 
immortal wonders to rehearse, 

Chrough thee the tide of praise is roll’d; 
The seraphs strike their chords of gold, 
And wake the anthem, soaring high 
With inspiration’s ecstasy, 
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Whilst angels, quickened by thy glance, 
Circle the throne in mystic dance. 
Through thee the seasons ’gan to roll, 
Exulting in their Lord’s controul : 

With golden flowers the starry train 
Enwreathed the fair 2thereal plain ; 
Flamed high the sun in glory bright; 
Look’d forth the moon with softer light; 
The lovely shepherdess of night; 

And, born Jehovah’s works to scan, 
Uprose creation’s wonder, man, 

Uniting in his complex form 

Mild reason’s calm, and passion’s storm. 
Thou, O my God, createdst all, 

The highest heaven, this earthly ball; 
Within thy breast the whole designing; 
By thy sole power each part combining « 
At thy command the work’s begun ! 

At thy command the work is done ! 


Jesus, I hail the word divine, 

In whom his Father’s glories shine ; 

By nature equal, God supreme, 

Of angels and of men the theme; 

By whom dim Chaos back was driven, 

When through the void the expanse of 
Hleaven 

He spread, and framed our earthly ball, 

That he might rule, the Lord of all. 

His Holy Spirit I adore, 

The embryo deep who brooded o’er, 

And still, with kind parental care, 

Inspires and aids the Christian’s prayer. 

Tremendous power !—I hail in thee 

A true and living Trinity ! 

Father of all, through every hour 

May I proclaim the Triune power 

Enshrined in deepest mystery ! 

May every thought which leads from thee, 

And lures the wavering mind to stray, 

Like morning vapours melt away ! 

So may I lift my hands to Heaven, 

In trembling hope to rise forgiven! 

So may I feel the vital flame, 

And glorify my Saviour’s name ! 

With holy zeal may I adore him, 

And bending in the dust implore him, 

That, when he rears his throne sublime 

Wreathed with the spoils of death and time. 

As King, as Lord, as God to reign, 

He may receive his child again, 

And shield him from eternal pain. 


Grant me, O God, in Judgment’s hour, 

Alone to feel thy saving power; 

Let mercy’s ray unclouded shine, 

And the full stream of grace be mine; 

For grace and mercy dwell with thee, 

Throughout thy own eternity ! 
—_—— 

Tue Rev. Dr. Bowen, late Rector ot 
Grace Church, New-York, has been elect- 
ed Rector of St. Michael’s Church, Charles- 
ton, and Bishop of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church in South-Carolina. It is pre- 
sumed his consecration will take place on 
his return to the northward 
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